
St. Andrew’s River Heights United Church 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2011 
Christmas Eve — 5:30pm 

 
*Congregation please stand, as you are able, and join the congregational 
responses, in bold print. (Listening aids available in narthex. Large print 

bulletins with hymns are available from the usher’s table.) 
 

The Christmas Story 
 
PRELUDE:  What Child is This? Old English Melody  Arr. by Sharon Aaronson 
 
GREETING 
 

*HYMN:  59 Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

  
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

*HYMN:  7   Hope is a Star MOON BEAMS 

     
PRAYER (unison):  

  

Loving God, we thank you for this night, a night of excitement as we 
wait to celebrate again the birth of the Christ Child.  We thank you 
for the joyful sound of carols, the warmth of families together, the 
laughter of children, and the blessing of your presence among us. 
May we remember, with wonder and with awe, your gift of life and 
love in the Christ Child.  For all you are to us especially this night we 
give you praise.  Amen. 

    
SCRIPTURE READING:  The Birth of Jesus (Children’s Bible)  



THE STORY OF THE ANGELS    

*HYMN:  38 Angels We Have Heard on High (verse 1) GLORIA 

 
THE STORY OF THE CHRIST CHILD IS BORN IN THE STABLE 

*HYMN:  69 Away in a Manger (verses 1, 2) CRADLE SONG 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
THE STORY OF THE SHEPHERDS 

*HYMN:  75 While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks WINCHESTER OLD 

 
THE STORY OF THE WISE ONES 

*HYMN:  74 What Child Is This (verses 1, 3) GREENSLEEVES 

 
OFFERTORY:  It Came Upon the Midnight clear   Richard S. Willis    

 Arr. by Martha Mier 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER RESPONSE (unison):  

  

Thank you, God, for all your gifts. 
Thank you for hands to serve, 
songs to sing, love to share, and gifts to give.   
May these gifts we bring help those in need.  Amen.  

  
PRAYER FOR OTHERS    
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison):  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 



And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN:  56 Jesus, Our Brother ORIENTIS PARTIBUS 

 
BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE:  O come, All Ye Faithful John F. Wade  Arr. by Martha Mier 
 

 

 

The flowers in the sanctuary are to the glory of God 

in loving memory of Geoffrey C. Morrow from the family 

 

A special thank you to our pianists Sharon and Alana Colina 

 

May this special time of year be a time of celebration, hope, peace, joy and love.  

May the Christ of Christmas be present with you, your family and friends today, 

tomorrow and all year long. 
 

 

 

 


