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The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 21, 2010

Our Mission
To send our people into the world
restored, refreshed, forgiven, and joyful;
to live as Christ would have us live,
with love and justice as our goals.
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St. Andrew’s River Heights United Church

ORDER OF SERVICE

*Congregation please stand, as you are able, and join
congregational responses in bold print. (Listening aids are
available in the narthex, large print bulletins with hymns are
available from the usher’s table.)

The Worshippers Approach God

GATHERING MUSIC
GREETING
LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE:
Prelude on "Aberystwyth" (Jesus, lover of my soul) H. Willan

(the Christ Candle is lit)

*CALL TO WORSHIP:

Come and worship God, who does wonderful things.
Our God has done great things for us, and we are filled
with joy!

God led our ancestors from slavery in Egypt into freedom
and new life.

Our God has done great things for us, and we are filled
with joy!



God has poured out gifts of love on all people.
Our God has done great things for us, and we are filled
with joy!

God is always doing new things to show God'’s love for us.
Our God has done great things for us, and we are filled
with joy!

Let us worship our generous God.

*PRAYER OF APPROACH:

As your children, O God, we gather here today to learn
how to serve you. Even Christ did not come to be served;
he came to serve and to give his life to redeem many
people. We pray that together, we may find the guidance,
courage and compassion to follow Christ into
servanthood. Amen.

*HYMN: 144 (from More Voices)
Like a Healing Stream

Like a healing stream in a barren desert,

Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth,

God is trickling through our lives as in a dream unfolding,
Promising revival and rebirth....like a healing stream.

Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden,

Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed,

God is bubbling through the soil to coax a new creation,
Yearning for an end to want and need...like a gentle rain.



Like a river strong with a restless current,

Spirit water rushing on to distant shore,

God is carving out a channel in a new direction,
Calling for an end to hate and war...like a river strong.

Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons,

Spirit water with a love both deep and wide,

God is working in our hearts to shape a new tomorrow:
God will always challenge and provide!

Like a mighty sea, like a river strong, like a gentle rain,
like a healing stream.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

Gracious God,

you have promised to receive us when we come to you.
We confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed.

We have disobeyed your law.

We have not loved, you or our neighbours as we should.
Forgive us, O God,

and grant that we may live and serve you in newness of
life;

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

*HYMN: 585
Jesus Bids Us Shine JESUS BIDS US SHINE

CHILDREN’S TIME:
(Following the Children’s Time, the children and youth are

invited to go to Sunday School)
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We Listen for the Word of God

SOLO: “God is my shepherd” by Antonin Dvorak
(Soloist: Fred Cross)

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 43:16-21 read by Roger Kane
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL READING: John 12:1-8 read by Tammi Feltham
This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, O Christ.

*HYMN: 590
A Prophet-Woman Broke a Jar MEGERRAN
SERMON: “The Scent of a Woman?”

ANTHEM: Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace
Text by Francis of Assisi
Music by John Rutter

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace;
where there is hatred, let me bring love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy,

and all for thy mercy’s sake.

O divine Master,

grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to
console;



to be understood as to understand;

to be loved as to love;

for it is in giving that we receive,

itis in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

We Respond to the Word

THE RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS

THE OFFERTORY:
Trio J. Rheinberger

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: 542
We Give You But Your Own FRANCONIA

CHORAL INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER: 374 (verse 1)
Come and Find the Quiet Centre BEACH SPRING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.
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Sending Forth

*HYMN: 506
Take My Life and Let It Be MOZART
*BLESSING
*BENEDICTION:
The Violet Amen Michael McKay
POSTLUDE:
Toccata in E minor J. Pachelbel
-p Please join us for coffee, tea and juice (-p
(\,ff after the service. O K

- _/'/

Welcome to Worship

We extend a special welcome to all our guests and newcomers. Please
sign our guest register and introduce yourself to an usher so that we may
help you feel at home. Would you like someone to phone you about St.
Andrew’s River Heights United Church? Please leave your phone number
in the register and a representative of the Fellowship and Pastoral Care
Committee will be happy to contact you.

You are welcome to take this bulletin home with you. ‘\“ 4 3/;
If not, please place your bulletin in the paper-recycling b < { 1

bin. '&‘\”



The Anthem this week

The prayer “Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace” has been
attributed to the 13" century founder of the religious order, Francis of
Assisi, although the prayer in its modern form only goes back to 1912,
when it was printed in French in a small spiritual magazine, La clochette
(the little bell) as an anonymous prayer. The first known English
translation appeared in 1936, in a book “Living courageously” by Kirby
Page, who attributed it to St Francis. The poem was widely circulated
during World War Il, and has become one of the best loved religious
poems among people of many faiths. English composer, John Rutter’s
well known setting of the poem dates from 1980.

Sunday School

The scriptures this week in the Sunday School are Isaiah 43:16-21, Psalm
126, Philippians 3:4b-14 and John 12:1-8. In each Bible reading today
God’s blessings are poured out for each one of us: streams in thirsty
lands, passion and conviction and a generous gift of expensive perfume.
The children will be looking at what gifts of love we can offer.
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