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The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 14, 2010

Our Mission
To send our people into the world
restored, refreshed, forgiven, and joyful;
to live as Christ would have us live,
with love and justice as our goals.
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St. Andrew’s River Heights United Church

ORDER OF SERVICE

*Congregation please stand, as you are able, and join
congregational responses in bold print. (Listening aids are
available in the narthex, large print bulletins with hymns are
available from the usher’s table.)

The Worshippers Approach God

GATHERING MUSIC
GREETING
LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE:
Prelude on "Beach Spring" (Come and find the quiet centre)
Dale Wood

(the Christ Candle is lit)
*CALL TO WORSHIP:

Come and worship the God who waits for us with open
armes.
God’s love makes us feel at home.

No matter what you have done, no matter where you have
been, God welcomes you.
God’s love makes us feel at home.



Wherever we are, we are not far from God.
God’s love makes us feel at home.

Welcome home! Let us worship God!

*PRAYER OF APPROACH:

Come to us, Holy God, as we gather before you;
encircle us with your love.

Bless us with your sustaining presence,
surround us with your grace.

Draw us around with loving Word,

and bind us to one another as disciples of Christ,
whose Spirit is in our midst. Amen.

*HYMN: 112
O God, How We Have Wandered LANCASHIRE

CALL TO CONFESSION (based on Psalm 32:1-7):

Happy are those who have nothing to hide.
Even happier those whose slate has been wiped clean.

| used to lie awake, worrying about things | had done,
and during the day, about things | had not done,

| was terrified of being exposed.
So | went to God, and confessed.

I made no excuses for myself; | didn’t hide anything.
And God forgave.

God'’s grace renews my strength.
It gives me a second chance.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (also based on Psalm 32):

Loving God, when we do not come to you in prayer, we
waste away, we become less than you have made us. Like
trees that dry up in a heat-filled summer, we too lose our
soul’s moisture.

We come to worship you to become more faithful
children. You are my refuge from distress, you shelter me
and guard me. You ask me not to be stubborn, but to
come before you to learn and to be guided. We are weak
and have trouble staying by your side. We forget easily
how much you love us, and we move away from you. We
fall prey to temptations in our daily lives. We ask that you
forgive us for that weakness and bring us back into the
fold of your strong and mighty arms. Amen

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:

The Bible tells us that through Christ we have become new
people, reconciled to God. The past is forgotten, and
everything is made new. Believe and have new life!

Thanks be to God! Amen.

*HYMN: 144 (from More Voices)
Like a Healing Stream

Like a healing stream in a barren desert,

Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth,

God is trickling through our lives as in a dream unfolding,
Promising revival and rebirth....like a healing stream.



Like a gentle rain on a thirsty garden,

Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed,

God is bubbling through the soil to coax a new creation,
Yearning for an end to want and need...like a gentle rain.

Like a river strong with a restless current,

Spirit water rushing on to distant shore,

God is carving out a channel in a new direction,
Calling for an end to hate and war...like a river strong.

Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons,

Spirit water with a love both deep and wide,

God is working in our hearts to shape a new tomorrow:
God will always challenge and provide!

Like a mighty sea, like a river strong, like a gentle rain,
like a healing stream.

CHILDREN’S TIME:
(Following the Children’s Time, the children and youth are
invited to go to Sunday School)

We Listen for the Word of God

THE GOSPEL READING: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 read by Fred Cross
This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, O Christ.

ANTHEM:

Loving shepherd of thy sheep text based on a hymn by
Jane Eliza Leeson

music by Engelbert Humperdinck

arr. for choir by Harrison Oxley



Loving Shepherd of thy sheep, keep thy lamb in safety keep;
Nothing can thy power withstand, none can pluck me from thy
hand.

Loving Saviour, thou didst give thine own life that we may live.
Every day I'd praise thee, joyful songs I'd raise thee

Like my blessed ones above, happy in thy precious love.

Loving shepherd ever near, teach thy lamb thy voice to hear;
Suffer not my steps to stray from the straight and narrow way.
While thou leadest | would go, walking in thy steps below,
Follow thee more nearly, cherish thee more dearly,

Till before my Father’s throne, | shall know as | am known.

SERMON: *“The parable of the dysfun
*HYMN: 135
Beneath the Cross of Jesus ST CHRISTOPHER

We Respond to the Word

THE RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS

THE OFFERTORY:
Prelude on "Song 13" (Giver of the perfect gift) Healey Willan

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: 542
We Give You But Your Own FRANCONIA

CHORAL INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER: 374 (verse 1)
Come and Find the Quiet Centre BEACH SPRING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending Forth

*HYMN: 288

Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS
*BLESSING
*BENEDICTION:

The Violet Amen Michael McKay
POSTLUDE:

Caprice L.-N. Clerambault

- Please join us for coffee, tea and juice =
Q) after the service. Y

The Senior Youth are serving a soup and sandwich lunch in the
auditorium after the service as a fundraiser for their
Guatemalan trip.

7



Welcome to Worship

We extend a special welcome to all our guests and newcomers. Please
sign our guest register and introduce yourself to an usher so that we may
help you feel at home. Would you like someone to phone you about St.
Andrew’s River Heights United Church? Please leave your phone number
in the register and a representative of the Fellowship and Pastoral Care
Committee will be happy to contact you.
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The Anthem this week

The music of the anthem this week comes originally from the opera
“Hansel and Gretel” by the 19" century German composer Engelbert
Humperdinck (not the English ballad singer from the last century, whose
name was really Arnold George Dorsey!) In the opera, Hansel and
Gretel, lost in the woods as darkness falls sing this as a duet in order to
lull themselves to sleep. The arrangement is by English organist and
composer, Harrison Oxley, who perhaps is best known, as organist of St
Edmondsbury Cathedral in Suffolk, for pioneering the introduction of,
girls into the cathedral choir tradition in England. This made him a
significantly controversial figure, and he eventually resigned his post
after a more traditionally minded Provost took office in 1981.

Sunday School

The scriptures this week in the Sunday School are Joshua 5:9-12, Psalm
32, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 and Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32. Today’s readings
remind us that “home” means any place where we are welcomed and
nurtured. We read of how God “welcomed home” our biblical ancestors.
We too are welcomed by God who invites us, as in the Corinthians
reading, to be God’s special friends.
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